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TRAFFIC ADVISORY PANEL 

13th June, 2019

Meeting commenced:   3.10 p.m.
         “           ended:    4.55 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Antrobus – in the Chair

Councillors Burch, Cammell, Clarke, Dawson, Dickman, Edwards, K. Garrido, Mashiter,
N. Reynolds, Sharpe and Walker

A list of persons in attendance in respect of the matter referred to in Minute 4 is included at Appendix A

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Chair welcomed those present and outlined the procedure for the meeting.  He explained the 
consultative role of the Traffic Advisory Panel, indicating that a decision with regard to the proposals to be 
considered would be made at one of his future Lead Member Briefings (Planning & Sustainable 
Development), or at one of his future Joint Briefings with the Lead Member for Housing & Neighbourhoods, 
following him having considered the representations and comments made at this meeting.

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Linden and Morris.  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor N. Reynolds indicated that he had previously submitted comments in respect of the proposed 
scheme, prior to his election as Ward Councillor for Claremont.

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th May 2019 were agreed as a correct record.

4. SALFORD BOLTON NETWORK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME (SBNI – DP3) – CITY OF SALFORD
 (A666 MANCHESTER ROAD - A666 BOLTON ROAD AREA, SALFORD) (BUS LANE, PROHIBITION OF 
WAITING, LOADING – UNLOADING RESTRICTION AND MANDATORY CYCLE LANE) (TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ORDER) 2019

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place detailing the 73 objections that had been 
received in respect of the above proposed scheme which was seeking to introduce improved bus reliability 
through the provision of Regional Centre bound bus lanes, improved bus stop provision and improved cycle 
facilities, as well as upgraded pedestrian crossing facilities.  As part of the scheme, a suite of traffic 
regulation orders were being proposed including the Bus Lanes, as well as the complementary waiting and 
loading restrictions that were required to ensure that the improvements fully realise the anticipated benefits 
for buses and general traffic, as well as cyclists and pedestrians.  The improvements would also help to 
encourage economic growth by providing better access to local town centres, employment opportunities, 
health, education, retail and leisure facilities.  Funding for the improvements had been supported by Central 
Government through the Greater Manchester Local Growth Deal.  Following consultation with the Traffic 
Management Unit, the traffic regulation orders were advertised on 7th March 2019 in respect of which 73 
objections were received.  The proposals were further reviewed and after consideration of the objections, 
further changes were made, which included the removal of loading restrictions on the side streets, which 
would assist residents and businesses whilst not adversely affecting the operation of the overall scheme.  
The amended traffic regulation order was provided in the schedules included in the report, together with the 
details of the objections that had been received and responses to the issues raised.

Matthew Mould provided additional information in relation to the intended purpose of the proposed scheme 
which was to make the transport network more efficient and easier for everyone, including public transport 
users, pedestrians, cyclists and drivers.  In particular, bus passengers would see quicker, more reliable 
journey times.
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Approximately 18 members of the public were in attendance at the meeting. Eight members of the public 
made representations in respect of the proposals, which are summarised below – 

 The journey time savings in the morning peak having been identified as approximately 3 minutes per 
bus and 2 minutes for general traffic per vehicle, travelling on the A666 from the M60 junction at 
Clifton to The Heights roundabout in a south easterly direction, with journey time savings being 
accrued to a lesser degree in the evening peak.  The level of benefit that would be provided by the 
scheme is not worth the expenditure and inconvenience that would be involved.

 644 people living on the main road or side streets having been consulted, more than double the 300 
bus passengers travelling during the morning peak hour.  More people would be inconvenienced 
than would benefit from the scheme.

 Members of the public having been divided into groups during the consultation on the scheme which 
had meant they were unable to provide an overall picture regarding the impact that the proposals 
would have.

 The buses that use the route not being full and often being late.

 The figures included in the report regarding the number of buses using the route being misleading.  
With the exception of the number 8, other services only use parts of the route and so the bus lane 
would, therefore, have little effect on the flow of traffic.

 The data that had been used in the traffic assessments not being up to date.

 The start/stop design of the bus lane would cause congestion to increase.

 Increased congestion would lead to an increase in air pollution.

 A lack of statistics regarding the number of cyclists currently using the route.

 What consideration had been given to the blue badge holders that would be affected by the 
proposals?

 Why the proposals prioritise bus users over car users.  Attempts have been made for many years to 
encourage people to use public transport, however, people want to make their own decisions about 
how they travel.

 Bus lanes not working – the ones at Eccles Old Road and Salford Precinct have been suspended.

 People tending not to understand the bus lane restriction signs, leading to bus lanes not being used 
during time periods when they can be used.

 The road not being wide enough for the addition of a bus lane.

 The pavement already being narrow - narrowing it further would be detrimental to the safety of 
pedestrians, particularly children who walk along the route travelling to nearby schools.

 Inconvenience that would be caused to residents due to being unable to park outside their homes.

 Cars currently being parked on the main road that would be likely to move to side streets as a result 
of the proposals.  Should the parked cars cause an obstruction then it was likely that additional traffic 
regulation orders would be introduced which would cause further inconvenience to residents.  

 Problems being caused by the traffic signals on Station Road.  The proposals would make turning 
onto Agecroft Road dangerous.

 Problems having been made worse by the work undertaken on the roundabout at Irlams o’th’Height.

 With regard to the Westwood Estate, the proposals would lead to congestion on the A666 worsening 
which would cause an increase in rat-running resulting in increased difficulties for side road traffic 
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joining the A666.  There is a requirement for yellow boxes at the side roads.  This request had 
previously been made through the area community committee.

 Given that there is generally very little traffic travelling out of Manchester during the morning peak, 
and travelling into Manchester during the evening peak, reference was made to the possibility of the 
bus lane operating in one direction during each time period, rather than in both directions.

 Buses not being accessible or viable for everybody.  Many older and/or disabled people prefer to use 
private hire vehicles.  The needs of private hire drivers should be considered.

Councillor Pevitt reported on research that he had undertaken with regard to buses travelling along the route.  
He suggested that instead of bus lanes, part-time signals in respect of the junction at Irlams o’th’Height 
should be considered.

The Highways Officer and representatives from TfGM made reference to the following –

 The proposed bus lanes would help to make bus travel more punctual and reliable.

 The scheme sought to implement bus lanes at locations where pinch points exist.

 It is not anticipated that queuing on the M60 or at the start of the bus lane scheme would worsen as 
a result of this scheme.  No objections have been raised by Highways England.  It is not anticipated 
that rat running along residential streets will increase as a direct result of this proposal due to the 
anticipated improvements for general traffic.  

 Consideration having been given to the provision of bus lanes in Kearsley and Clifton on the south-
eastbound approach to junction 16 of the M60, however, it is not proposed to progress bus lanes in 
those areas due to a detailed traffic modelling exercise demonstrating that these proposals would 
not result in significant journey time benefits for buses or general traffic.

 The proposed restrictions in respect of the side roads being junction protection restrictions which 
highlight, in accordance with the Highway Code, that drivers should not park close to a junction to 
enable that junction to operate effectively and that vehicles parked close to the junctions do not 
compromise the safety of road users and pedestrians.

 Standard practice having been followed in terms of the highway modelling that had been undertaken.

 With regard to the Westwood Estate, yellow boxes at the side roads are not considered to be 
justified at this time.  Following delivery of this scheme, residents would be able to submit a request 
to the area Highways Task Group for their consideration.

The Chair clarified that the bus lanes at Eccles Old Road had been suspended whilst some changes are 
being made to the car parking arrangements at Salford Royal.  The operation of the bus lanes would be 
reviewed once that work had been completed.  The bus lane at Salford Precinct was to be removed due to 
improvements that were being implemented as part of the SBNI programme which involved considerable 
investment in the area.

Panel Members discussed the proposals and made reference to the following –

o The benefits in terms of saved journey time do not seem to justify the required investment.

o The success of the A580 bus lane – reference was made to the low number of frontages that had 
been affected by that scheme.  This bus lane does not seem to be the best way to encourage people 
to use public transport.

o Reducing the width of the pavement in the identified areas may cause problems and have a negative 
impact on road safety.  It was acknowledged that the pavement is already very narrow in some 
areas.

o Whether consideration could be given to the operation of the bus lane being limited to particular 
times with appropriate signage.  Support was expressed for consideration to be given to the bus lane 
operating into Manchester during the morning peak period and out of Manchester during the evening 
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peak period, rather than in both directions simultaneously.

o Information being required regarding the consideration that had been given to the impact that the 
proposals would have on blue badge holders.

o Support for future consideration to be given to the request that had been made for yellow boxes to 
be located on the side roads of the Westwood Estate.

o Support for the situation with regard to turning right onto Agecroft Road to be reviewed.

o Support for the operation of the traffic signals at Station Road to be reviewed.  (A request was also 
made for the location of the bus stop outside the Post Office to be reviewed).

o The requirement for consideration to be given to the competing needs of all road users and to the 
need for a modal shift to be delivered with regard to the use of public transport in terms of future 
generations.

The Chair understood that the principle in respect of the implementation of the bus lanes had already been 
approved by the previous City Mayor, and the decision that he was required to make related only to the 
traffic regulation orders to be implemented as part of the scheme.  He stated that, prior to him making a final 
decision in respect of the proposed traffic regulation orders, given the underlying concern regarding the 
principle of the proposed scheme, he would like a report to be prepared for consideration by the current City 
Mayor, reviewing progress in respect of the Outline Business Case, including outcomes, value for money, 
etc., in order for him to be satisfied that policy was properly arrived at and there was no need for it to be 
reviewed.  The Chair stated that, once that matter had been determined, he would take the decision in 
respect of the proposed traffic regulation orders, having listened to the representations made at this meeting.

APPENDIX A – LIST OF ATTENDEES

TRAFFIC REGULATION 
ORDER

IN FAVOUR OBJECTING WARD COUNCILLOR

Salford Bolton Network 
Improvement Programme
(A666 Manchester Road / 
A666 Bolton Road)

Matthew Maul*     } Transport for
Anthony Murden* }  Greater
David Shaw*        }  Manchester

Joseph Hallett
Jane Morecroft*
Diane Deasey
Larry Collier*
Andrew Miller*
Thomas Rook*
Christine Fratassi
Paul Brighouse*
Niamh Brighouse
Anne Brighouse*
Alan Brighouse
Janice Pattinson*
Lynn Sumner
Carmel Heeran
Joseph Heeran
Nick Rose 
Mark Sumner
Michael Allport*

Councillor Pevitt*


